
1.When and where was Nelson Mandela born? ____________ 
_________________________________________________
2.What was the name of the system that separated black and white 
people in South Africa? ______________________________________
3.How long did Nelson Mandela spend in prison? _________________
4. Why do you think Nelson Mandela's election as the first black 
president of South Africa was important? ________________________ 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
5. What is one word to summarise Nelson Mandela’s life? Explain your 
answer. ___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________

Name: Date:

Nelson Mandela
Nelson Mandela was a remarkable man who fought for 
equality and justice in South Africa. Born on July 18, 1918, 
in Mvezo, he grew up during a time when black people 
were treated very unfairly under a system called apartheid. 
Apartheid laws separated black and white people, making it illegal for 
them to live, work, or go to school together.
Mandela believed this was wrong and dedicated his life to fighting 
apartheid. He joined the African National Congress (ANC) and worked 
through peaceful protests and speeches. In 1962, he was arrested for 
his activities and spent 27 years in prison. Despite this, Mandela never 
gave up on his dream of a fair South Africa.
In 1990, Mandela was released from prison. In 1994, he became the 
first black president of South Africa, marking a new beginning for the 
country. He worked to bring people together and heal the divisions 
caused by apartheid.
Nelson Mandela is remembered as a symbol of peace, justice, and 
freedom. His life teaches us the importance of fairness and standing up 
for what is right. Mandela passed away on December 5, 2013, but his 
legacy continues to inspire people around the world.



1.When and where was Nelson Mandela born? Nelson Mandela was 

born on July 18, 1918, in Mvezo, South Africa.

2.What was the name of the system that separated black and white 

people in South Africa? The system was called apartheid.

3.How long did Nelson Mandela spend in prison? Nelson Mandela spent 

27 years in prison.

4. Why do you think Nelson Mandela's election as the first black 

president of South Africa was important? Nelson Mandela's election as 

the first black president of South Africa was important because it 

marked the end of apartheid and symbolized a new beginning for the 

country, promoting equality and unity.

5. What is one word to summarise Nelson Mandela’s life? Explain your 

answer. Answers may vary.

Answers


