
1.Which two countries were competing in the Space Race? 
_______________________________________________________
2.What was the name of the first artificial satellite, and which country launched 
it? ______________________________________________________________
3.Who was the first human to walk on the moon, and when did it happen? 
________________________________________________________________
4.Why was the launch of Sputnik 1 important? __________________________ 
________________________________________________________________
5.Why did President John F. Kennedy set a goal for the United States to land a 
human on the moon? _______________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________
6.How did the achievements of the Space Race benefit technology and scientific 
knowledge? ______________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________

Name: Date:

The Space Race
The Space Race was an exciting period during the 20th century 
when two countries, the United States and the Soviet Union, 
competed to achieve important milestones in space exploration. 
This race began in the late 1950s and lasted until the early 1970s.
Both countries wanted to show their technological and scientific 
abilities, and winning the Space Race was a big deal.
The Space Race began on October 4, 1957, when the Soviet Union launched Sputnik 1, 
the first artificial satellite, into space. Sputnik 1 was a small, round object that orbited 
the Earth, and it amazed and worried people around the world. The United States 
responded by working harder on their own space program.
On April 12, 1961, the Soviet Union achieved another milestone by sending Yuri Gagarin 
into space. He became the first human to orbit the Earth. This was a huge achievement, 
and it made the Soviet Union seem like the leader in space exploration.
The United States wanted to catch up, so they created NASA, the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration. NASA worked on many projects to send humans into space. 
On May 5, 1961, Alan Shepard became the first American to travel into space. But the 
United States had an even bigger goal: landing a human on the moon.
After many tests and missions, the big moment came on July 20, 1969. Apollo 11, 
carrying astronauts Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, and Michael Collins, landed on the 
moon. Neil Armstrong became the first person to walk on the moon, saying the famous 
words, "That's one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind."
The moon landing was a huge victory for the United States in the Space Race. After this, 
both countries continued exploring space, but the intense competition slowed down. 
The Space Race led to many important discoveries and advancements in technology that 
still benefit us today.



1.Which two countries were competing in the Space Race? The United 
States and the Soviet Union.
2.What was the name of the first artificial satellite, and which country 
launched it? The first artificial satellite was called Sputnik 1, and it was 
launched by the Soviet Union.
3.Who was the first human to walk on the moon, and when did it 
happen? Neil Armstrong was the first human to walk on the moon on 
July 20, 1969.
4.Why was the launch of Sputnik 1 significant? The launch of Sputnik 1 
was significant because it was the first time an artificial satellite was 
sent into space, which showed the Soviet Union's advanced technology 
and sparked the beginning of the Space Race.
5.Why did President John F. Kennedy set a goal for the United States to 
land a human on the moon? President John F. Kennedy set a goal for the 
United States to land a human on the moon to demonstrate American 
scientific and technological superiority and to catch up with and surpass 
the Soviet Union in the Space Race.
6.How did the achievements of the Space Race benefit technology and 
scientific knowledge? The achievements of the Space Race led to 
advancements in technology, such as satellite communications, 
improved materials, and computer technology. They also increased our 
understanding of space, led to the development of new scientific 
methods, and inspired generations of scientists and engineers.
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